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As promised, a VERY special guest presenter for next 

Tuesday August 11 meeting — Andrew Newton presents 

underwater photography and the Mac ...

You may be interested to hear that Andrew, who has recently joined BMUG, is a 

well-known professional medical photographer and a highly respected 

underwater photographer in his spare time.

Andrew will be bringing along some of his photography gear, presenting a slide 

show, and answering your questions on how to present photographs on the web.

Tuesday July 14 meeting  

Microsoft Office & Apple iWorks — everyday writing and 

counting software ...
From all accounts, a very stimulating and worthwhile session with very good 

attendance by members

Breaking news from the BMUG committee...
We are now offering for the first time an intensive small group Special Interest 

Group for beginners. To enrol, phone or speak to Jürgen  and participate in our 

free 4-week program, held over consecutive weeks.  Sessions will be scheduled at 

your home or at a mentor’s to work through your beginner manual, build your 

confidence and get you up and running. 

email

Marnie...
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New BMUG manual — Security on your Mac

Security may sound like a dry, technical subject, but we all need to get on top of 

it, and we hope you’ll find this latest BMUG manual presents many handy tips 

about passwords and securing your wireless network. 

As a well-known Mac Guru said recently:

“BMUG members need know nothing or do nothing about 
security if they live alone, will not be burgled, don't have 
children, and never go online.!

A!secure!backup!is!no!earthly!good!if!someone!has!pinched 
your unprotected Mac and skimmed your bank account, has the 
names and addresses of all your friends, has made a host of 
online purchases using your details and so on...”

To reserve a copy, email Steve...

Email 

Steve...
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BMUG Special Interest Group reports

Green Apple SIG
The New To Mac group is now known as Green Apples and since the last 

newsletter has met on two occasions, on 21st July when we had a revision type 

meeting and on 4th August when we had out first look at iWeb. 

21st July. 

Due to various factors this was a small, but select gathering of 4 of us. We had a 

Skype session as one of the band had been away when we had our first look at this 

wonderful free ‘telephone’ via computer software. Janet in Teesdale was our 

contact and a short but lively conversation was had with her. This gave a great feel 

for the system, as we also had a Chat, which strangely is not vocal but is instant 

typed messaging which is only slightly slower than speaking! (depending on the 

speed of your typing!) 

We also had a look at the Keynote demo I’d prepared for the previous session as 

again some had missed that one, followed by a short look at Keynote itself. 

4th August. 

Back to a more usual number, 7 gathered. We had a first look at iWeb. I’d prepared 

a short Keynote presentation to show the family likenesses between the iLife and 

iWork suites. If you’ve mastered on e of them then the rest of the programmes 

shouldn’t present such a steep learning curve. 

Then as an interactive group we produced a small, but perfectly formed, four page 

web site for the Green Apple group. This was a very lively session and I feel we all 

got a great deal from the experience as things didn’t always go according to plan. 

When things cause problems finding the solution is often a more rewarding act 

than getting it all right the first time. We were still defeated by trying to get a 

sound track to back a photo album, but we‘ll solve that sometime in the future. 

The next meeting is 18th August, no subject as yet. 

 If interested contact Dick at  foleymay@bigpond.net.au or ring 52591614
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Broader Horizons SIG

August Meeting — change of date

The date for the August meeting of Broader Horizons has been changed and will 

now take place on Sunday 9th at 2.00 p.m. at the home of Steve, 93 Carr Street, 

Barwon Heads. The topic for this meeting will deal with aspects of computer 

security.

A report of this meeting will be included in the next issue of the BMUG 

eNewsletter.

September Meeting

This meeting will take place at the home of Don, 27 Hopgood Place, 

Barwon Heads on Sunday September 6th at 2.00 p.m.

Members will be taking another brief look at online backup — Dropbox, 

SpiderOak, Backblaze etc.  — and the main item will be a presentation featuring 

the Elgato EyeTV Hybrid.

If you have an interest in the more advanced aspects of computer use, 

by all means get in touch with Don on 5254 2650
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BMUG TOP TIP — exporting an iPhoto book or slideshow
We all know it’s possible to make a slideshow or an iPhoto book from our images, 

but do we all know how to share a digital file of either production?

As a movie

Ensure that you book or slideshow is complete and that the timings, music, and 

transitions are fine. If you want the book to look like a book,  ‘page flip’ is good.

Select it and click Export. Next click Custom Export 

and select Movie to Quicktime Movie. You will also 

need to set the options to what you want. When the 

file has exported, burn it to DVD using Toast.

Unfortunately, there’s just one snag. The DVD will play fine on a computer, with 

quite good results, but is very soft focus on your TV.

As a PDF

Another good way to share an iPhoto book is as a PDF. Bizarrely, this option is 

not found in Export or Share, but in Print! Save the file as a PDF. 

This will take some time, as a PDF of a book is a big 

file.The resulting digital file can be shared on a CD, 

but it is too big to email to a friend, and one more 

stage is required to reduce the file size.

Open the PDF in Preview, then do a ‘Save as”. You 

also need to click ‘Reduce file size’. The reduced file 

should be fine to email, though the compressed 

images will be softer than the full size one.

Incidentally, this is what we do with every issue of 

this BMUG enewsletter to get it small enough to 

email.
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Announcing the first edition of Appleusers ‘Spotlight’ 

on-line magazine

BMUG member and friend Nicholas Pyers and his team at appleusers.org have 

been hard at work producing a new monthly magazine aimed at, and exclusively 

for, members of Apple User Groups.

By arrangement, we are pleased to bring BMUG members the very first bumper 

50 page edition. Month by month we will continue to include a link to the latest 

issue in our newsletter.

You can download the new magazine in compressed form by by clicking this link:

 http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/spotlight08_09.zip 

and don't forget to double click the .zip file after you have downloaded it.

We should mention that the BMUG meeting details included in this issue of the magazine 

refer to the July meeting and there is also a problem with the link to the BMUG website. 

Both these issues will be fixed in the next edition of Spotlight.

http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/spotlight08_09.zip
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/spotlight08_09.zip
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Letters to the editor & FAQs

iMac maintenance problem

Hi Steve,

I thought I would email you with a problem which I have just experienced. It may 

be worth reporting on in the newsletter, or alternatively adding it to the "Keeping 

your Mac Healthy" section in one of the manuals.

I was working on iMovie and a couple of other programs when the computer 

suddenly "froze". I tried all the usual things but nothing seemed to work. After a 

restart all the Application Icons came up and the cursor was moving on the screen, 

but, no applications would open, when they were clicked. I could hear the hard 

drive running, so realised that it had not collapsed.

I had no alternative but to ring Apple under my 3 year warranty plan.

The answer was simple, but, a problem I had never encountered previously and I 

had not heard of any one else having the same problem. The problem was with 

the wireless mouse. 

Even though the batteries were okay, and I had only replaced them 2 weeks prior. 

The solution was to turn off the mouse and remove the batteries for a minute then 

replace them. Voilà — everything worked fine again!

Regards,

Peter Baldwin

VHS to DVD

Hello,

I have been interested for some time in finding a cost-effective way to move the 

mass of material I have on VHS tape to DV. (I'm not alone there, I know).

Having scoured the internet for ideas over many months, I thought that my 

wishes had been fulfilled when I came across a Fission Hi Speed USB video maker 

(a dongle-style device) in Aldi at the reduced price of $45. I saw on the box that it 

required Windows, but reasoned that I could always take it back if it didn't work 

on my Mac.

Well, of course, it didn't - at least, not with the software supplied. However, a bit 

more web trawling revealed a program called Video Glide, which is designed to 

render USB video devices of this kind Mac compatible. Yes - it works, and my first 

experiment resulted in a very watchable dvd version of something ancient which I 

had been afraid was likely to crumble away.

This first item, however was only about ten minutes long, and when I branched 

out to try to capture something longer, a serious out-of sync problem appeared: i.e. 

the audio was about twenty seconds ahead of the video, or worse. I have 

experimented with a variety of settings in Video Glide, but without any success.

Solved!!

Can you 

help?
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I have also experimented with a couple of programs which are supposed to address 

out of sync problems - in particular, !QT Sync, but the process is very time 

consuming and the results are indefinite.

To be honest, I think that the solution probably involves spending some more money 

on a more substantial piece of hardware, probably Firewire based. (Canopus seems 

to be a brand which receives a lot of attention). I suspect that any of these USB 

devices which depend upon software to do the work suffer from the same kind of 

problems.

Do you know of anyone within BMUG who has experience in this area 

and who might be able to suggest a solution to my problem?

Thanks

Andrew King

Remote member

More on VHS to DVD from Andrew

G'day Steve,

In fact,although they were all interesting, and I was grateful to have received them, 

none of the replies was directly useful.

Each of the suggestions involved alternatives to the hardware which I have 

purchased, and none really addressed the issue of out-of-sync audio and how to 

avoid/deal with it. I have therefore 'filed away' these suggestions for possible future 

reference, and have pressed on regardless.

I have found that if I limit the "grabbing" process to 30 minute blocks of VHS footage, 

the out-of-sync problem does not rear its head. I simply import the shorter segments 

into iMovie, insert chapters and so forth, and Bob's your father's closest male 

relative, or would be if I still had one. This is obviously more time-consuming and 

tedious than it would be if I was able to convert a complete 90 minute VHS tape in 

one go, but is acceptable.

So - for anyone else considering the purchase of one of those cheap ($45) USB VHS to 

DV jiggers - yes, they can be made to work on a Mac (using "Video Glide" software) , 

and if you are patient (or desperate enough), the out-of sync audio problem can be 

avoided. (It is also worth mentioning that I have experimented with using "QT Sync" 

software to deal with the out-of sync problem, but found the process frustrating, to 

say the least).

Given that I am also committed to transferring a drawer full of old cassette tapes of 

various bands I have played with, and a cupboard full of vinyl to CD, this latest VHS 

to DV project will keep me out of circulation for the foreseeable future.

Andrew

Mmmm, 

partially 

solved?
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Email 

Steve...

iMovie & iDVD

Hi Steve,

I have just received my copy of "The Missing Manual - iMovie 09 & !iDVD" which 

I ordered from Amazon U.S.A.!

Already, I have gained a great piece of information, which I think would be of 

interest to any members who are "dabbling" in the new software.

One of the Authors, Aaron Miller has a blog :

 http://www.unlockingimovie.com

The site is full of useful tips and comments from users of the Program, and I think 

the members would find it very interesting

Regards

Peter Baldwin

Saving the audio from a music DVD to iTunes

My problem is rather similar to Andrew’s. I want to extract the audio from a 

music DVD as a digital file and then save it to iTunes in Apple Lossless format. I 

don’t mind if it’s a single long track, though it would be even better if I could 

break it into separate songs. I have read countless confusing suggestions, but I 

can’t find a simple, inexpensive solution.

Can you help?

Steve

Solved!

Who 

knows the 

answer?

http://www.unlockingimovie.com/
mailto:stevecraddock@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=email%20subject
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Members’ marketplace — wanted to buy

Late model Intel  iMac 

with Leopard 10.5.7.

Phone Bruce on 

5251 1294 

or email 

bruceandliz@aapt.net.au

and don’t hesitate to email BMUG with your want or for sale advert

Win a brand new Apple Airport Extreme 

wireless base station valued at $279 — 

announcing the great mid-year BMUG 

raffle
It's quite some time since BMUG sponsored a raffle of 

its very own so to make amends, we will be selling 

tickets at each of the next three meetings, that's June, 

July and August.!The raffle will be drawn at the 

conclusion of the August meeting.

The prize is a really fantastic Apple Airport Extreme wireless modem/router 

which for Mac users is the ultimate and latest in internet and network wireless 

connectivity — read more about its capabilities here...http://www.apple.com/

airportextreme/

Tickets are being sold at the bargain basement price of $5.00 each or better still, 

you can grab three for just $10.00. Members are welcome and encouraged to take a 

batch of tickets home to sell to family and friends.!

Let's give this fund raising event our best shot and in the words of some ancient 

but wise sage 'Be in it to win it'.

Great savings for BMUG members!

http://www.apple.com/airportextreme/
mailto:bruceandliz@aapt.net.au
mailto:bruceandliz@aapt.net.au
http://www.apple.com/airportextreme/
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Members WANTED
We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?

And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people are 

unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who 

participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives 

elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? We already have one member in Canada and 

several interstate!

Encourage them to join and take advantage of the membership benefits listed 

below. Note: the only member benefit not available to remote members is access to the 

club library and attendance at meetings. 

Member benefits:
1.  members get FREE website hosting!

2.  members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass

3.  ‘Getting started’ manuals 

4.  access to our our growing club library

5.  participation in our club MacPal program

and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby 

Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

Troubleshooting help

BMUG exists to share Mac tips and skills. Should you have any troubleshooting 

issues, we recommend you follow these steps, which incidentally are just as 

available for remote members as for those who come to meetings:

1.  Do a Google search. It’s highly likely someone knows how to fix the problem 

and has already posted a solution.

2. Consult the BMUG Downloads page of the club website. There you will find 

numerous tutorials that will help you with common problems. You can also 

download our Troubleshooting Guide, a very handy publication.

3. Buy the appropriate BMUG manual. Check out the title list on our website 

and remember you can purchase them online by using PayPal.

4. Keep a complete file of BMUG newsletters. On many occasions, I go back and 

search through newsletters until I find the appropriate ‘Top Tip’.

5. Post a question about your issue on the BMUG forum.

6. Sign up for a free BMUG MacPal by ringing Jürgen on 5255 4517. If you don’t 

need a MacPal, but rather specific help, Jürgen will pass your query on.

Go to the 

BMUG 

forum...

Email 

Margaret...

mailto:margaretevans@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
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BMUG was founded to share computer knowledge and skills. We are a voluntary 

collective, and together, we know much more than any of us know as 

individuals. So how can we help when things are going wrong for you?

Ring Jürgen, our co-ordinator of MacPals, on  5255 4517

Whether you are a newcomer to Macs, or whether you are an old hand 

experiencing problems you can’t deal with, ring Jürgen. He will assist in one of 

several ways:

• by quickly dealing with your issue;

• or by enrolling you in our Beginner SIG;

• by assigning you a free MacPal — a knowledgeable mentor who can visit 

your home, help set up your Mac, and assist you from time to time via 

phone or email. This program is one of BMUG’s most under-used assets, 

and as a result of your reading this newsletter, we are hoping to have 10 or 

more new members signed up with a MacPal by the end of the week; 

• or by passing your query on to one of our guru members with special skills 

and abilities beyond those of mortal folk. They will soon have you up and 

running again.

Email 

Jürgen...

mailto:jurgengross@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20helped%20by%20a%20MacPal
mailto:jurgengross@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20helped%20by%20a%20MacPal
mailto:jurgengross@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20helped%20by%20a%20MacPal
mailto:jurgengross@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20helped%20by%20a%20MacPal
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