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iCloud has arrived, read the breaking news on p 3...

 

June 14 meeting — interest tables
Four stations will be set up for members to choose from. There will be 
opportunity to participate in two of these:
   1.   Genealogy with Peter Oakley
   2.   EyeTV with Dick Brown
   3.   Mapping within iPhoto and iMovie with Peter Baldwin
   4.   Delicious Library (cataloguing program) with Margaret Evans
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May 10 meeting — First Class 
Ron Webster from AUSOM gave a detailed presentation on First 
Class, the club’s wonderful resource for Mac enthusiasts. He 
explained how to research issues and share knowhow, and explained 
how advantageous it would be for BMUG members to a participate.
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An Adventure Calls
The Committee reluctantly accepted the resignation of June Brown from 
its ranks. June has been a dedicated, hardworking member who has 
willingly taken on various areas of responsibility. Her friendly nature 
has been much appreciated by all at BMUG.

As many will know, June has a great love of the outback and all it offers 
— its birds, animals and wildflowers. The call has been strong and hence 
a small band of “Grey Nomads” are setting off in early June for three 
months.

We thank June for all she has contributed over her years on the 
Committee and wish her  and her fellow travellers an exciting 
adventure.  Keep safe June and don’t forget us. We look forward to 
seeing you and hearing of your experiences on your return.

Best wishes from the Committee and all at BMUG.

Margaret Evans
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Email Steve...

From the President
Thank you to those members who completed the survey at our May 
meeting. There will be forms at our June meeting for those who have not 
completed one.

CDs from AUSOM on the iPhone and iPad are still available for $10. 
Please see Jim Strachan if you wish to purchase one.

For those interested in trying First Class for a trial period, please see me 
for the Login and Password needed. 

Four Interest Tables are planned for the June meeting. 
MAIN HALL -
" EyeTV with Dick Brown
" Delicious Library with Margaret Evans
SMALL HALL -
" Genealogy with Peter Oakley
" Mapping in iPhoto & iMovie with Peter Baldwin
Members will have the opportunity to work at two different areas. 

With the resignation of June Brown from the Committee, there is a 
vacancy to be filled. If you are interested in filling this position, please 
see one of the Committee. All expressions of interest will be greatly 
appreciated.

Margaret Evans

Volunteers for the Help Desk
All members benefit from the club’s Help Desk, and 

contributing as a volunteer is really rewarding. If you can assist, 
simply email David and make the offer — you’ll find it a very 

worthwhile experience...

Email David...
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iCloud has arrived!
Most of us have more than one Apple device, and we can pretty well 
guarantee that wherever we are at any time, the stuff we need right now 
is on another machine, and we can’t get to it. 

What drives us crazy right now?
Maybe we want to show someone our iPad with the latest photo we’ve 
taken of a black swan (and it’s on the desktop Mac), maybe we want to 
transcribe audio of an interview to the desktop Mac (and it’s on our 
iPhone). We only achieve these simple tasks by ponderous work-
arounds. From time to time, we fix the situation by syncing, or by 
physically moving data on a memory stick, but let’s be honest, we are 
really fiddling about when we should always just be able to get it 
RIGHT NOW!

As Steve Jobs said:
“Keeping these devices in sync is driving us crazy!”

How does iCloud change all this?
Now, everything on iCloud will always be available. Up to now, Mac has 
worked on the concept of the ‘digital hub’. This meant your desktop 
Mac was the centre of your digital life. 

No more! Now, the centre of your life is The Cloud, and your desktop 
machine is just one device among the several you probably own — 
maybe an iPad, an Apple TV, an iPhone or two, a laptop, etc. 

 Now, for those who weren’t concentrating, let’s define ‘The Cloud’. The 
cloud is a remote storage space all your devices may be linked to 
wirelessly. You might back up to it, you might keep your iTunes music 
up there, you might even run software that lives up there, rather than 
having it take up space in your pocket or study. But above all, 
everything is accessible everywhere. 

To some extent, we’ve been able to do some of this stuff for a while, with 
MobileMe, but now, with Apple’s full force behind this concept, the sky 
is going to be the limit. As BMUG readers know, Apple has built 
enormous data centres with huge servers, and they now hold iCloud.

Steve Jobs emphasised 2 important points — ‘It all just works’, and 
‘There’s nothing new to learn’.
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that Lion essentially makes your Mac work more 
like an iPad. Lion may well kill off your mouse, 
since all your familiar gestures from phone or 
laptop will now work on your desktop computer.

Will all this change anything for the 
average BMUG member ?
Anyone who has been around the club for a few 
years knows that BMUG has a handful of Macnuts who love to hear 
about complicated new stuff, and dozens of members who couldn’t care 
less. They are happy doing the same old things the same way. Well why 
shouldn’t they? If it works for you and it’s fun, that’s fine.

Well, I’m a passionate advocate for the laptop, the iPhone and the iPad, 
because they help break down the isolation of the study. Now I know 
some of us like to retreat to our shed or study for uninterrupted quiet 
time, but sharing is a lot of fun, too. With portable devices sharing, 
showing and listening together just got a lot easier. And I’m not the only 
person who thinks that way. Desktop Macs now make up a very small 
part of Apple’s sales. The vast majority of Macs selling now are portable!

I think we will look back in time and see that the Cloud has enabled 
many non-technical, non-geeky people to expand their horizons and get 
more fun out of their Apples, and isn’t that a good thing? 

Steve Craddock

Simple tip
Have you ever been asked by a bank or other financial organisation to fax your 
signature in on a letter? We certainly have, but find that most places will also 
accept an emailed letter with a scanned signature. Give it a go, and save those 
frustrating trips down the shops to use the old-fashioned fax machine.

In other words, incredibly clever new versions of our usual software, of 
Pages, iPhoto, iTunes and so on will automatically link changes you 
make on any device to The Cloud. From there, again automatically, the 
changes will be reflected instantly on your other devices. 
No more syncing, no more moving stuff with a memory stick, no more 
buying a song here, but being unable to listen to it there. 

Now, we are going to hear a familiar term — ‘pushing‘ — constantly, but 
in a new context. The iCloud software will push data of all kinds  to all 
your devices. They will all stay synced — your photos, your music, your 
presentations, your Pages documents, whatever.

How big a transformation is this? 
Well I think it’s enormous. Many things we’ve been doing just got a 
whole lot easier. Now, you no longer need a Mac or PC to own an iPad 
— it will work independently! Grandpa or your toddler can do 
everything they want to by touch, without learning a damned thing 
about computers, files, windows, directories, saving and backing up. 

Personally, I know many people who will be glad to see the back of their 
‘main’ Mac — their iPhones and iPads will do everything easier and 
simpler! Many, many geeky tasks, bugbears that baffled new Mac 
owners, have been abolished. Every BMUG manual is now obsolete, as is 
every ‘Dummies’ guide to whatever.’

But wait, there’s more, iCloud is the right price — 
free...
iCloud gives you 5GB of storage free. Your music, apps, books, and the 
Photostream of your last 1,000 images don’t even count! That leaves 
space for your mail, documents, settings etc.

Not to mention Lion...
In July, we will be able to upgrade our Macs to Lion, the new system 
software. You’ll soon be seeing the changes for yourself, but let’s just say 
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Forgetting and remembering
Let’s start with a rash statement... 

Everyone in BMUG, everyone in your family, is represented somewhere 
on the Internet, not just once, but many, many times, perhaps hundreds 
or thousands of times. 

They may be referred to in a family website; pictured on a 
Facebook page; mentioned in a Wikipedia article; referred to in 
a Tweet; or appear just as a name in some kind of list. And 
every day, the number of digital traces you leave, simply by 
going about your life, grows. Google won’t find all these traces 
easily, but trust me, they are there.

Already, many people are clamouring for more privacy, and 
for the right to make the Internet ‘forget’. Imagine the funny 
pictures of you at the party, three sheets to the wind, wearing 
a funny hat or a pair of underpants on your head. Maybe it 
seemed like a good idea to post them once, but how about 
when you apply for that manager’s job down the track? 

These days, smart personnel officers check applicants out online. In 
Europe, authorities are so concerned by the potential downside of the 
accumulation of this vast treasure trove of trivia, that they are 
considering requiring sites to implement a ‘sunset’ date for material, so 
that the Net can forget gracefully.

But it’s not all about forgetting, remembering is also important. In our 
family, we’ve just been labouring mightily to sort out and reduce the 
physical clutter of our lives, a big job made necessary by moving house. 
How about your family’s digital clutter? How much of it is worth 
keeping, and who is going to sort it all out? How many of us have 
thousands of emails dating back to the first few we ever sent? Do we 
need to think through what is worth keeping, what should outlive us?

Recently, a quite surprising new development has occurred. We are all 
familiar these days with slideshows at funerals and the usual speakers 
celebrating the deceased’s life. But now, family members have begun 
creating memorial websites that bring together images, impressions, and 
pieces of writing as a permanent obituary for deceased loved ones 
online. 

This seems to me to be a very positive development, and one we should 
all consider. We all love those ‘Where did I come from?’ reality TV 
shows. How thrilling will it be for our descendants to look back on the 
weird trivia of our lives, if we should take the trouble to sort out our 
digital resources and save the interesting bits to be stored online!

Steve Craddock

I had no idea this pic 
was on Facebook!
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Dear Aunty Mac...
emailing big files
I made a 45 page log of a canal boat holiday in Pages, illustrated by 
plenty of photos. I wanted to email a PDF copy to a friend, but I found 
the file was much too big. Compressing it didn’t help. What can I do?

Peter Oakley

Dear Peter, 
This is an easily solved problem, but Apple went out of their 
way to make it impossible for the average person to find a 
solution. Firstly, let’s explain why the image file size is a 
problem. As taken by the camera, and saved in the usual 
format, JPEG, the images are already compressed from 8 
or12 megapixels or whatever, probably to about  3 to 5 MB. 

You can check 
their size by 
showing the 
‘Info’ window 
in iPhoto:

In Pages, for viewing on the screen or printing the 
document, you don’t need all this data for a good result, in 

fact, as you found, it makes the document quite 
unmanageable. So what do we do to make the pics into smaller files?

Export the native Pages file to the desktop as a PDF. Open the PDF in 
Preview, and go ‘Save as’. Now go ‘Quartz filter’ (whatever that 
means) and click on Reduce file size. The PDF will be over-copied and 
will reduce to a fraction of its earlier size. Now you can email it 
without any problems. This is what we do with every finished copy 
of this newsletter.

Aunty Mac

Dear Aunty Mac...
virus checkers
Given that there seems to be more discussions these days about the 
increased possibility of viruses being made to affect Macs, should we all 
be using Virus checking software?

Marg Boyles 

Dear Margaret,
generally, the experts say no, 
you don’t. In fact the recent 
virus scare was actually caused 
by a supposed virus checker 
called MacDefender. This piece 
of malware has been neutralised 
by a system software update. 
Thanks for your excellent 
question, it gives us an 
opportunity to remind people to 
download all the software 
updates Apple sends out. 

Aunty Mac

Hard drive headroom
Aunty Mac, I recently had problems backing up my computer using 
SuperDuper. I’ve been told the issue may have been caused by the fact 
that my hard drive is nearly full —  what do you think?

Peter Baldwin

Dear Peter,
your friend is almost certainly right. I recommend having a big enough 
hard drive so that it is always less than half-full! This is easily achieved , 
these days, with upgrades to drives and new computers with bigger 
drives being so cheap.

Aunty Mac
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Dear Aunty Mac...
“my backup is old”
Don’t you think it’s a pity that Katie Cincotta, of the Green Guide 
(May 26) doesn’t read the BMUG newsletter? When she went to back up 
after a catastrophe, she found her backup was months old!

Peter Baldwin

It certainly is, Peter! If she had been a conscientious regular reader, she 
wouldn’t have been operating with a ‘months old’ backup.

Aunty Mac

Cheap iTunes
At the last meeting, one of the members mentioned that Good Guys is 
selling iTune Cards on a "buy 2 — get one free" basis, until the 16th of 
May. Members should know there is a web site that lists all the suppliers 
of "cheap" iTune cards Australia wide:

 www.itunesonsale.com.au 
Ian Little

Book review — iPhoto ’11 the 
Missing Manual 
This is another great book in the O'Reilly 
Media book series, co- authored by David 
Pogue and Lesa Snider. 

iPhoto’11 has many new features, including 
easier ways to get your photos online and new 
options for creating printed projects. It makes it 
easier than ever to transfer photos from a digital camera, organise them, 
and publish, print, or share them—but there is still no printed manual 
included with the software. 

This book instructs you in easy well illustrated steps on how to organise 
your collection, use iPhoto’s editing options including its Photoshop-
like adjustments panel, publish your photos to Flickr, Facebook, and 
MobileMe, and create slideshows, gift books, calendars, and cards. 
The screenshots are very professional and I  feel that they really make 
the book more user friendly. I am sure that members who are interested 
in learning more about iPhoto will benefit from borrowing or 
purchasing this 384 page book. 

The book is now available to borrow from our Library or you can 
purchase it direct from O’Reilly Publishing and receive a members 
discount of 40% for hard copy or 50% for an ebook. Just use code DSUG.

Peter Baldwin

http://www.itunesonsale.com.au/
http://www.itunesonsale.com.au/
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Skype with your iPad
The great thing about the new iPad is the two cameras, like an iPhone. 
This means anyone with distant friends or relatives can do a Skype walk 
around. 

After any regular conversation with the 
camera on yourself, change to the rear-
facing camera. Now you can walk 
around showing you friend your prize 
roses or whatever. 

Here you see how to select front or back 
camera:

Tip: as calls are free, if you experience 

a slow connection or dropouts, end the 

call and try again.

a typical Skype Contacts list

Steve Craddock

Top Tip — video chatting
How many of us can remember Dick demonstrating iChat with a 
friend in Britain? It was soon after the foundation of BMUG, at the 
Ocean Grove Neighbourhood House, and it seemed miraculous at the 
time.

Now, video chatting is a mainstream 
activity, and a great deal of fun, so if you 
haven’t tried it, you certainly should. Most 
of us have friends or family interstate or 
overseas, and video chatting is a great way 
to keep in touch. We do it with daughter in 
France at least weekly. 

The pic of Pat with her iPad at left shows a 
glimpse of our daughter in her study, far 
away... 

All Macs, iPhones and iPads have cameras 
so video chatting is set to work, right out 
of the box. iChat, Apple’s old software  
still works, but there is also a new 
alternative, Facetime. Neither of these 
options is as popular as Skype. So many 
video calls are made with this software 
that it has become a verb — “I’ll Skype 
you tomorrow at about 2.00.”

So how do we get started with Skype?
You will need to establish a Skype account to download the software, 
and then it is simply a matter of adding friends to your Contacts list. 
For each of them, an invitation will need to be sent for them to 
acknowledge. Once they are in your list, calling is effortless — just click 
Video Call.
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Book review — iMovie’11 & 
iDVD - the missing manual
Authors: David Pogue & Aaron Miller

Apple’s iMovie’11 video-editing program is 
much improved over iMovie’09, with many new 
powerful features. 

Now you can create your own movie trailers, apply one-step effects like 
Instant Replay, and seamlessly upload your movies to sites like Vimeo, 
YouTube, and Facebook. 

But, it still doesn’t have a printed guide to help you get started. That’s 
where this easy to follow, full-color book becomes a valuable resource. 
You get clear explanations of iMovie’s impressive new features, like 
instant rendering, storyboarding, and one-step special effects. 
The authors also give you a complete course in film editing and DVD 
design

Edit video like the pros. Import raw footage, add transitions, and use 
iMovie’s newly restored, intuitive timeline editor.
Create stunning trailers. Design Hollywood-style “Coming 
Attractions!” previews for your movies.
Share your film. Distribute your movie in a variety of places—on 
smartphones, Apple TV, your own site, and with one-click exports to 
YouTube, Facebook, Vimeo, CNN iReport, and MobileMe.
Make DVDs. Design the menus, titles, and layout for your DVDs, and 
burn them to disc.

The book is now available to borrow from our Library or you can 
purchase it direct from O’Reilly Publishing and receive a members 
discount of 40% for hard copy or 50% for an ebook. Just use code DSU.

Peter Baldwin

iLife 11 - Apple Training 
Series
Authors: Dion Scoppettuolo & Mary Plummer
This book/DVD combo is both a self paced 
learning tool and the only Apple Certified 
guide to cover the new generation of 
digital lifestyle applications in iLife '11. It 
does not set out to be a comprehensive 
systematic guide to the iLife applications.

It covers all that's new in iLife '11, including the new full screen views 
in iPhoto and stunning Movie Trailers in iMovie.
The book has four parts with 20 lessons and a very good 19 page Index. 
The concept of the book is to provide hands-on, practical guidance to 
producing a project in very short time. It comes with loads of media 
files to give readers everything they need to start using iLife straight 
away.

The presentations are self-paced learning tools which walk readers 
through practical, real-world lessons in creating and sharing digital 
music, making instant home videos, photo slideshows, websites, 
podcasts, blogs and more.

The parts share a common structure - a brief introduction to the specific 
program, how to open or import source material, how to create or edit 
material, and how to save, share, and publish. 
The book is meant primarily for casual users who want to create fairly 
simple (but worthwhile) projects in a short period of time. 
I think it is well produced, with numerous graphics, high-quality 
footage, full-colour photos and images. The writing is straightforward 
clear and uses real life material. 

Continued on P10
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Here is a typical page from a cooking app showing some steps:

You can see why we’re so enthusiastic about cooking this way!

Steve Craddock

Book review continued from p9
There are many "Tips" for readers which cover “cautions”, 
“recommendations”, and more advanced matters. 

It comes with a DVD of lesson material and source media, which you 
download and use whilst you work through the various lessons.
My only criticism would be that there is a bit too much emphasis on 
using video clips from a camcorder and not enough description and 
illustration on how to transfer a slideshow with digital photos only, 
using the various steps to burn a DVD. The book is now available to 
borrow from our Library.

Peter Baldwin

Would you buy an iPad just for the 
recipes?

Most of us have checked out an 
online recipe some time — perhaps 
following up a Poh recipe at the ABC 
site after seeing her show. Now, in 
our household, we hardly bother any 
more, because using a cooking app 
on the iPhone or the iPad is about a 
gazillion times easier and better!

The difference is the absence of 
clutter, the superior interface. 
Cooking apps make finding and 
choosing a recipe easy, and the 
step-by-step instructions are so easy 
to follow. 

On the other hand, in Safari, there’s usually distracting stuff all over the 
place and it’s much harder to find the steps.

One or two of the best apps cost a bit — for 
example the outstanding Gordon Ramsay app 
costs the astronomical (for an app) sum of $9.99! 
Having said that, every recipe on his app comes 
with a 20 or 30 second video which gives a 
whirlwind overview of the process. We tend to 
watch that first, then, if we like the look of the 
dish, we go on to the steps.

The ABC is well represented in the App store, 
with a Poh app and a better one called, ‘Foodi’.
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20” iMac desktop computer
in excellent condition

 —  2.16 GHz Intel Core 2 Duo Processor
 —  256 GB Hard Drive
 —  2GB 667MHz DDR2 SDRAM
—  Wireless Keyboard & Wireless Mouse
—  Operating System-Snow Leopard (Mac OS 10.6.7)
 —  Latest Apple Software - iLife’11 and iWork’09
—  Built in iSight camera, microphone & airport
 —  ATI Radion X1600 Graphics card with 256MB RAM,with PCI express 
support
 —  Super drive
 —  Original Packaging
 Install/Restore DVD

Price $575.00 
(Priced well below the asking 

price for this model from 
retail outlets)

Please contact Peter on 
5243 4355 or 

peterbaldwin2000@yahoo.com.au

BMUG members’ marketplace
For sale, iMac 20" Power PC G5  

—  OS Leopard 10.5.8 (fully up to date)
—  Processor 2.0GHz  
—  Memory 1.5GB Ram
—  Hard Drive 250GB
—  Manufactured May 2005
—  Wireless Keyboard and Wireless Mouse
—  Separate iSight camera, this model didn't have a built in 
one.

All the usual iLife ( iPhoto, iMovie, iDVD, iWeb, Garageband, 
iTunes) plus iWork'09 installed  (Keynote, Numbers and 
Pages.)

Ideal first computer or as a second one to keep the kids or grandkids 
away from your newest Mac. This has been my second computer. I used 
it everyday for recording TV programs using EyeTV, editing them  and 
burning them to DVD.

Price $250
Contact Dick on 5259 1614

Wanted, at the right price
Mac  Bluetooth wireless keyboard, must be compact model without 
numeric keypad

Call Steve on 5254 2576

mailto:peterbaldwin2000@yahoo.com.au
mailto:peterbaldwin2000@yahoo.com.au
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As always, it helps if you order manuals by email to pick up at the meeting, so 
we know how many to print and bind. 

A link to email David with manual orders is 

provided at left...
Editor

Steve’s iPad group
Drop me a line if you’d like to join our informal 
group and share tips and news. 

We now have 23 members...
Steve Craddock

Pat Craddock

BMUG Assist program
This program is available to ALL members and will attempt to resolve 
urgent Mac problems which cannot wait until the Help Desk, for those 
who attend meetings, or if a Remote Member, waiting for a response 
from Aunty Mac. Jürgen will .be available to take your call on 
5255 4517 to help if he can or to give you advice about who can.

HelpDesk
This valuable part of our program operates at every 
meeting. Please book in advance by email — this gives 
David and the volunteers time to research your issue in 
advance.

Additional help for remote members
For non-urgent matters, why not write an enquiry to 
Aunty Mac? She and the helper elves can usually provide a 
solid answer.

And finally, in extremis, when you’ve done all your 
homework by Google searching and reading up about 
troubleshooting on the BMUG website, email the editor, 
and we’ll see what help can be provided by email. 

Editor 

BMUG manuals — mail order manuals
In addition to selling manuals over the counter at our meetings, we sell 
them by mail order from the BMUG website. And it’s so easy! You pay 
by PayPal, and purchasers in Australia can have any 3 for $20, including 
postage and packing, while international readers can get two for $20. 
Do us a favour, and mention this service to your friends, wherever they 
might live.

Make a 
HelpDesk 
booking...

Email Steve...

Email David...

mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:help@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:stevecraddock@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:stevecraddock@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:daviddixon@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
mailto:daviddixon@bellarinemac.org.au?subject=
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