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Making the most of the Internet
Wednesday April 9, 4.30pm, Marcus Hill Community Hall
Cnr.Bellarine Highway & Banks Road, Marcus Hill 3222
(Melway Map Reference 484 K5)
Program for the meeting:

As you know, we vary the format of our meetings regularly to make them as
entertaining and informative as possible. After the usual brief formalities, we will
be getting right into 4 short presentations intended to build members’ confidence
in dealing with the Internet. The subjects will include:
•
•
•
•

Web surfing, Googling, handling PDFs;
Online banking, booking and bill paying on the Internet;
Google earth and related fun stuff; and
VOIP — cheap phone calls over the Internet

Rather than ask questions during the presentations, please save them to the
end, when there will be plenty of time to deal with your queries. After your
questions, we will have a refreshment break, then an informal session with plenty
of opportunities for you to experiment and explore issues further on any of the
computers round the room.
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Mac Workshop,Wednesday March 12,

We had a very gratifying turn-out for our first workshop session this year.
Members participated very actively in the various groups, and had many
opportunities to explore techniques and build their confidence.
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BMUG free downloads page

Our BMUG website now has a download page making many resources available
to the wider Apple community world-wide, as well as our own members.
You may wish to let your Mac friends know all about it. They don’t have to join
our club, but if they wish to show their appreciation in a small way, they could
take out a remote membership.

Link to the BMUG
download page...

The downloads page includes:
•

the monthly BMUG enewsletter, including back copies

•

BMUG ‘tidy up’ tutorials

•

BMUG free manuals

•

BMUG video FAQ tutorials

•

and a link to AUSOM news

and we are very keen to add more to this page so that it can become our
members’ first port of call whenever they wonder how to go about solving a
particular problem.
Let us know if you think you have a good topic for a tutorial or manual.
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Members’ marketplace — wanted or for sale...

Many of our members are running old machines that won’t run OS X. Imagine
how frustrated they become when they are constantly hearing about stuff they
just can’t do!

Can you help? Members are always in the market for
good older iMacs...
The new Apples are cheaper and better than they have ever been, and if you do
decide to upgrade, consider selling your old Mac through the Club. Providing it
will run system OS X, your old computer has some value, and you will also have
the satisfaction of knowing that it is going to a good home.

For sale — note this month’s reduced price!
White MacBook
with black carry
case — particulars as shown
on invoice — Intel Core Duo
13.3” 2.0GHz / 512Mb /
2x256/ 60Gb/ 5400 / super
drive. Purchased June ‘06.
$800 ONO
Jim Strachan
jfs04@ncable.net.au
Airport Express Base Station
Model No. A1088. They cost $140.00.
It came with my new computer, but
I have no use for it. I notice they
sell on EBay for between $100 &
$110 (including postage). I would be
prepared to accept a reasonable offer.
Peter
pbal.1934@bigpond.com
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Members WANTED

We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?
And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people
are unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who
participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives
elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? Encourage them to join and take advantage
of the membership benefits listed below.
Note: the only member benefit not available to remote members is access to the club
library.
Have you paid your 2008 fees yet? PayPal is very secure, and you need have no
concerns about paying online through the BMUG website.

Member benefits:
1— members get FREE website hosting!
2 — members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass
3 — ‘Getting started’ manuals
4 — access to our our growing club library
5 — participation in our club MacPal program

Pay BMUG online...

and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby
Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

BMUG fees for 2008

BMUG members are reminded that fees for 2008 are now payable. Our move to
Marcus Hill Community Hall has greatly simplified the fee structure as there will
now be no need to pay a secondary fee such as was payable to OGNC nor will
the monthly “door” fee be payable either.

So it’s just one fee as follows:• If you attend our meetings — the annual BMUG membership fee payable
is just $40.00
• If you are a “Remote Member” (i.e. one who does not or cannot attend
meetings) — your annual fee is $25.00

Remember, you may eventually be dropped off our mailing list and
lose touch with BMUG if you don’t pay your fees soon, and you don’t
want that to happen, do you!!
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BMUG manuals

Three new manuals are now available:

Sharing with your Mac
Writing with your Mac
Advanced iWeb with your Mac
And here is the editor’s rash promise, which
no-one has yet managed to take advantage
of... Come on readers, we’d love to hear from
you!
If any member can point out a major omission or error in a manual, we will not
only correct it immediately , we will give you a revised copy free!

iPhoto books, calendars and other printed projects

The new ability to publish high quality books and calendars from within iPhoto
has aroused tremendous interest, and we hope to see examples of your finished
products at future meetings.
As readers of the new Sharing manual know, you can design your own wonderful
publications using iPhoto images. Apple has provided brilliant design software,
so you simply send off the finished PDF via the Internet, and receive your
finished product by mail from the printers.
At least two of our members have already carried out their first projects, and both
report that:
The process was trouble-free, the
time involved was reasonable, and
the printing, paper and binding of
the finished product exceeded all
expectations!
Here are two samples, a book and
a calendar...
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Are you participating in our MacPal program?

Please join in. We hope that within a few months of receiving help regularly, you
will be ready to share your skills and knowledge with the next generation of
new members. In time, we believe everyone in the club will have made several
MacPals. Sometimes your friends will ring or email you for help, and vice versa.

email David Dixon
about MacPals...

To participate, either as a MacPal or as a beginner, sign up at the next
meeting, or email David Dixon, who is managing the program this
year.
And if you are a remote member, we can always offer assistance by phone or
email.

BMUG Library

We are delighted to announce that, apart from all our other wonderful books in
the library, we now have 2 copies of the eagerly awaited guide to Leopard, David
Pogues’s MAC OSX, the missing manual, Leopard Edition.
Speak to David, our librarian, and make sure your
name is on the waiting list to borrow this very helpful
reference book.
David Dixon, Librarian

David has also been generous enough to order bulk
copies of this book for sale to members.
Have you ordered your copy?
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April TOP TIP

from Andrew King, remote member from Healesville

Saving videos from YouTube

YouTube is a gigantic library of shared films, and though a postage-stamp sized
window is not ideal for watching Ben Hur, there are many reasons for wanting to
pull a video out of the distracting YouTube page to watch it or share it.
On YouTube , apart from the familar short clips, there are many, many historic
films and innumerable video tutorials on all kinds of topics.
Here, remote member Andrew King tells us how to get films out of YouTube into
our own computer. Note that this process may work slightly differently in the
future, as YouTube regularly changes its software.
These instructions come from a page called:
Saving Videos from YouTube.com Tutorial:
How to Copy Files Off YouTube and Convert them for your Video iPod, Apple TV, iTunes
or iPhone.
Which can be found at:

http://www.methodshop.com/gadgets/tutorials/youtuberip/
and you might want to read and digest that page before you start.

1. Install the Firefox plug-in

Presently, this process cannot be done from Safari, so for this purpose, you will
need to launch and use another browser, Firefox. To effectively save clips from
YouTube, you will need the Firefox plug-in DownloadHelper:

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/3006
Once installed, this becomes available in the Firefox Tools menu. From here, the
process is straightforward:

2. Go to YouTube in Firefox
download
the BMUG
Troubleshooting
Guide

Find the video you want, and view it COMPLETELY until you see that “Replay”
and “Share” message. This is essential, and the process won’t work if you are
impatient.
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3. Go to Tools in Firefox

In the Firefox Tools menu, scroll down to Download Helper which you have
already installed, and select the video you have just viewed. You will be asked
where you want to save it.
Save it to the desktop, or a suitable folder. It will be in the FLV format.

4. Convert the FLV file

Once it has been saved, you will need a program which will convert the resulting
FLV file into something that the Mac can work with. I believe that Quicktime Pro
may do the trick, but you can download something called iSquint from:

http://www.isquint.org/
Once iSquint has been installed, open it and just drag the saved FLV file to it and
it will be converted into a Quicktime compatible file.

Now you can drag the new file into iMovie, email it to afriendd, or do what you
wish. On your desktop, the file will have the familiar Qucktime movie icon:
The quality is not brilliant, but it’s good
enough. I used several clips saved in this
way at a workshop this week, where they
were projected onto a screen about 6 feet
wide. The results were quite acceptable.
Andrew King
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Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Dick Brown, President

Don Patrick, Vice-Pres.

Ron Begg, MacPal

Graeme May, Treasurer

Steve Craddock, MacPal

David Dixon, Librarian

Cliff Benson, MacPal

& Margaret Boyles, Secretary,
who didn’t want to make the
rest of us look even more old
and ugly by comparison....

Des Graham
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